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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 1426 
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TAGS: MARR, US, NATO 

SUBJ: USE OF CIVIL AIRCRAFT TO IMPROVE AIRLIFT CAPABILITIES 
OF THE ALLIANCE-NATO CRAF 

1. MISSION BELIEVES WE SHOULD PLAY ACTIVE ROLE TO CONVINCE 
ALLIES THEY SHOULD BEAR PART OF THE BURDEN IN PROVIDING 
AIRLIFT FOR DEPLOYMENT OF U.S. FORCES TO EUROPE. I 
PROPOSE WE MOVE SOON TO ENSURE DPC FOLLOW-UP TO SECDEF'S 
REMARKS AT LAST MINISTERIAL CONCERNING USE OF CIVIL 
AVIATION IN SUPPORT OF MILITARY OPERATIONS (PARA 14(E), USNATO 
601 1, DEC. 8, 1973 EXDIS). ALLIES ARE LIKELY TO REACT POSTIVELY 
ONLY IF WE PRESS THEM AND ARE PREPARED TO PROVIDE 
BRIEFING ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. AS OPENING GAMBIT, I PROPOSE TO FOCUS ATTENTION ON 

NEED FOR NATO CIVIL RESERVE AIR FLEET (CRAF) BY SENDING A LETTER 
TO THE SYG AND MY COUNCILCOLLEAGUES, DRAWING ON THAT PORTION OF 
SECDEF'S REPORT TO THE CONGRESS ON THE FY 75 DEFENSE BUDGET OF 
MARCH 4, 1974, DEALING WITH MOBILITY FORCES, (PAGES 156-157, 

AND PAGE 163). I WOULD FOLLOW THIS UP BY SUGGESTING AT PERMREPS 

LUNCH THE POSSIBILITY OF A BRIEFING BY US DOD REPS TO THE DPC 

AND MILITARY COMMITTEE DESIGNED TO SET IN MOTION NATO 

STUDIES ON HOW CIVIL AIRCRAFT OF OUR EUROPEAN ALLIES (INCLUDING 

OUR OWN) COULD BE EMPLOYED TO ENHANCE CONVENTIONAL DEFENSE/CONVENTIONAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NATO 01426 151722Z 

DETERRENT BY MODERNIZING AND IMPROVING REINFORCEMENT OF EUROPE. 

THE TARGET WOULD BE FORE PROGRESS REPORTS ON THE NATO STUDIES FOR 
THE JUNE MINISTERIAL, AT WHICH TIME GUIDELINES COULD BE AGREED UPON 
TO HAVE A PROGRAM FOR APPROVAL BY ALLIED DEFENSE MINISTERS AT THE 
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DECEMBER 1974 DPC MINISTERIAL. 

3. REQUEST COMMENTS ON THIS PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION. RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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